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Introduction

Bioturbators actively modify the structure and porosity of sediments, redistribute
oxygen and promote remineralisation, resuspension and burial of organic matter. In the
light of globally rising seawater temperatures the aim of this study was to investigate the
effect of temperature on the sediment reworking activity of the burrowing amphipod
Corophium volutator in the North Sea.

Hypothesis

Bioturbation of C. volutator will increase with temperature in the range from 10 to 20°C
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Bioturbators

Fig.1: Setup of the replicated water circulatory system to determine bioturbation
activity in C. volutator. Arrows in left system indicate the water flow direction
through the systems.
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