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53°8S, from the proglacial lake Seno Skyring (Figs. 1,2,3) to the 1sland zone

= of the west coast. Late Glacial to Holocene sediment cores from these fjord ‘;{"E
basins together with sediment echo sounding profiles are used to constrain -~
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sediment transport became more restricted at the Late Glacial to Holocene

Fig. 1: The area of investigation in the southernmost Andes and its | transition, leaving often nearly closed systems for denudation and sediment | Fig. 2: Topography of southernmost South America.
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Fig. 8b: Chemical and physical characteristics of a sediment
core taken 1n an marine environment near to Parker Island.
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the western 1sland zone and fjord inlets show very high contents of organic carbon
(5-15 wt %, 1n the upper part of Parlamento, Tamar, Parker cores, Fig. 6,7,8). As-
sociated with increasing salinity, the sediments recovered near to the western en-
trance of the Strait of Magellanes show a strong increase in biogenic carbonate (up

Al

4254 cal.qLyears B.P.

to 25% CaCO,, Parker, Fig. 8), indicating high marine bioproductivity and also | |
low Holocene sedimentation rates of terrigeneous components. .
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